
Five Reasons For Lions To Believe In Our Future  

SPECIAL POINTS OF 

INTEREST: 

World Sight Day 2008 will 

be held in Arizona October 

15-17, 2008. IP Albert 

Brandel and Maureen Mur-

phy will preside over the 

events. Lions in Arizona 

and New Mexico will hold 

vision screenings in the 

town of Window Rock on 

the Navajo reservation to 

test for glaucoma, diabetic 

eye diseases and other eye 

diseases, and provide 

glasses to those who need 

them.  
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WE SERVE 

Lions are optimistic 

people. We believe in a 

bright future. Thatõs 

partly because we know 

we can help shape the 

future in a positive way 

through our service.  

But there is more reason 

than ever to be ex-

tremely optimistic and 

very enthusiastic about 

the future of Lions. Let 

me explain just a few 

reasons why. 

¶ Lions have shown 

through SightFirst what 

we can do when we pool 

our resources, energies 

and abilities. Through 

SightFirst, weõve saved 

30 million people from 

blindness.  We built or 

expanded 300 eye hospi-

tals, clinics and wards 

through SightFirst . 

Weõve done 7.3 million 

cataract surgeries. 

Weõve trained 345,000 

eye health care profes-

sionals. Weõll save the 

sight of millions more 

thanks to Campaign 

SightFirst II.  

¶ Hereõs another 

benefit of the campaign: 

we learned a great deal 

on how to organize Lions 

in a common cause. We 

are transitioning that 

knowledge and structure 

to a Global Membership 

Team. Weõll exert the 

same kind of organizing 

success to membership 

growth. Iõve appointed 

41 Lions to this Global 

Membership Team. This 

is at least a three -year 

effort. We learned from 

Campaign SightFirst II 

how effective continuity 

is when trying to 

achieve a very ambitious 

goal. With the Global 

Membership Team, we 

arenõt starting from 

scratch. The team will 

work with the MERL 

teams already working 

on membership. Theyõll 

work with council 

chairs, of course, and 

everyone else. Weõre 

very excited about this 

new approach. We hope 

to have new members 

beating down the doors 

of our clubhouses to get 

in!  

¶ LCIF was named the 

No. 1 NGO or non-

governmental organiza-

tion by the prestigious 

Financial Times in 2007. 

Iõve known since I be-

came a Lion that weõre 

the greatest service or-

ganization in the world. 

Iõm happy to tell you 

that the rest of the 

world is beginning to 

notice and giving us our 

due. Our No. 1 ranking is 

a reason to feel proudñ

and to invite others to 

join us as Lions. Letõs be 

proud of who we are 

and what we do and 

never hesitate to let 

others know that we are 

an organization you 

want to be part of. 

Weõre a great group of 

people doing great 

things. We need to say 

to others: Wonõt you 

join us? 

¶ We Lions are attrac-

tive. People want to be 

part of us. Kenneth 

Behring, a U.S. philan-

thropist, and his founda-

tion, the Global Health 

and Education Founda-

tion, gave a $7.5 million 

gift to Campaign Sight-

First II. That shows just 

how much Lions mean to 

others and how we can 

attract support.  

¶  Former U.S. President 

Jimmy Carter, a Lion, 

nominated Lions for the 

Nobel Peace Prize. This 

is a wonderful recogni-

tion of the importance 

of the service done by 

every club and each 

Lion. Our individual 

miracles of service add 

up to a spectacular con-

tribution to our commu-

nities and the world 

community.  

So take pride in being a 

Lion and be very opti-

mistic about our future. 

Weõve done great work 

and our service grows 

stronger as time passes. 

Al Brandel, President, 

Lions Clubs Interna-

tional  



VOLUME II I ,  ISSUE IV PAGE 2 

Lion Harvey Robert Wilke, a member of the Las Cruces Noon Lions Club, passed away on 29 Sep-

tember 2008 at the Good Samaritan Retirement Home in Las Cruces.  

Lion Harvey was born 15 June 1916 in Washington, MO, and was a graduate of Washington High 

School and of the University of Missouri where he earned degrees in Civil Engineering and an Army 

Reserve commission as a Second Lieutenant.  During World War II, he served as the Director of 

the Army's Water Supply Training School at Ft. Belvoir, Virginia.  Lion Harvey was the District En-

gineer of the Missouri Division of Health from 1946 to 1949, and then became a Professor of Civil 

Engineering at Purdue University, a position he held for over thirty years that included sabbaticals 

in Egypt and India.  

After retirement, Lion Harvey and his wife moved 

to Roswell and then Las Cruces, New Mexico. He 

married Julia Kennedy on June 8, 1941. She died 

13 February 2006. He is survived by their two 

children, Douglas Robert Wilke of Denver, CO, 

and Frances Wilke Tytell of Winston -Salem, NC, 

and their families.  

Lion Harvey was a Lion for over 50 years and he 

will be missed dearly.  Submitted by Lion Ann 

Rawlinson, Las Cruces Noon Lions Club Lion Harvey (left) with fellow Lions Billye and Eldon 
Steelman at a Club meeting. 

In Memoriam: Harvey Robert Wilke   15 June 1916 ð 29 Sept 2008 

In Memoriam: W. M. Willie Roberts     11 Nov 1909 ð 6 Oct 2008 

Lion W. M. òWillie Roberts, a member of the Clovis Evening Lions Club, passed away on 6 October 

2008 at the Muleshoe Area Medical Center in Muleshoe, TX.  

Lion Willie received his Bachelors Degree from North Texas State Univer-

sity in Denton, Texas. He received his Master's Degree from Eastern New 

Mexico University in Portales, New Mexico. He taught in numerous schools 

starting his teaching career at the age of eighteen in Wylie, Texas. He 

went on to become a Principal and later Superintendent for numerous public 

schools in Texas. He became the Superintendent of the Farwell School Dis-

trict in 1959 and was there for 24 years. He was a Charter Member of the 

First Baptist Church in Farwell and a member of the Texas Association of 

School Administrators.  

Lion Willie was 98 years old. He was a charter member of the Texico -

Farwell Lions Club which was chartered in 1950. He had held every office in 

the club, but was remembered as being the Secretary for more than 15 years. Even when he lost 

most of his vision, he purchased one of the first computers with a magnifying screen and kept being 

Secretary for several more years. He was a Melvin Jones Fellow, a Life Member, and was awarded 

many club honors. When the Texico -Farwell Club disbanded in the late 1990õs, he transferred his 

membership to the Clovis Evening Lions Club. He will be sorely missed.  

                                   Submitted by PDG Merle Terry , Clovis Evening Lions Club 
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The Deming Wildcats Lions Club had an All-You-

Can-Eat pancake breakfast on September 28, 

2008. It was a great success. The crowd wasnõt 

the biggest weõve see, but they sure did eat 

well! The money we raised will help with our 

current projects which include: Luna County 

Youth Football Sponsorship, two pending pairs 

of glasses for children, and getting the Eye Van 

down in Deming early next year. Some Christ-

mas projects are also being discussed! Our club 

would like to thank Zone Chair Lion LeRoy 

Rapp, Zone Chair Lion Phil Marvel, and Lion 

President Anna Marvel for attending our break-

fast.  
Lions Karen Schalip and Toby Soderberg sold tick-

ets at K-Mart the day before the breakfast.  

New Lion Tina Rhodes was 

among the first to get the 

preparations underway.  

Lions LeRoy Rapp (Deming Noon), Anna Marvel (De No-

che), Wayne Krack (DW), and Nancy Hollenbeck (DW) 

were the first to enjoy the Hot Cakes.  

Deming Wildcats Lions Fundraiser    by Lion David Valenzuela 

The purpose of the NM Lions Eye 

Foundation (NMLEF) is to provide 

eye screenings for early detec-

tion of eye diseases including but 

not limited to glaucoma, cata-

ract, diabetic retinopathy and 

macular degeneration among the 

citizens of New Mexico. Examina-

tion includes visual acuity with or 

without eyeglasses, visual fields, 

intraocular pressure, front of eye 

examination with slit lamp, ex-

amination of optic nerve and 

macula, in undilated condition, 

dilated examination if necessary. 

All screenings are conducted free 

of charge. Referrals are made to 

local medical practitioners.  

Screenings are conducted in a 34' 

motor home, especially con-

structed for NMLEF, and 

equipped with the latest medical 

technology. Medical services are 

provided by the New Mexico Oph-

thalmologic Society and the New 

Mexico Optometric Association.  

Promotion and additional staffing 

is by local Lions Clubs. Typical 

screening sites include shopping 

centers, senior citizen centers, 

and medical clinics/centers. 

Since 1997, over 19,000 people 

were screened in 40 communi-

ties throughout the state. Over 

40% of those screened showed 

some symptoms of eye disease. 

NMLEF is a 501(c)3 tax exempt 

organization. Funds are raised 

from Lions Clubs, individual Li-

ons and through the generosity 

of individuals, corporate contri-

butions and foundation grants. 

Major support has been received 

from Lions Club International 

Foundation (LCIF). 

Please send your donation 

today. It will be greatly ap-

preciated.  

NM Lions Eye Foundation Needs Your Support 
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Lovington Lions Activity Report      Provided by Lion Roy Robinson 

Left: Lovington Lions attended the NM 

Lions Multiple District 40 Council Meeting 

on Saturday, September 6, 2008 in So-

corro, NM. Pictured are: (L -R) D40S Vice 

District Governor Rosa Doporto; PDG 

Ernest London; PDG Veta London; guest 

Dorothy Leyba; and Lion Maria Rios.  

Right: A Zone Meeting for D40S Zone 9 was held 

in Hobbs on August 28, 2008.  Some of the at-

tendees are pictured (L -R):  Back Row - Lions 

PDG Ernest London, Clarence Evans, Charles 

Rothwell and Walt Ramstedt from Hobbs Lions 

Clubs.  In the front row are Lions PDG Veta Lon-

don from Hobbs, Steve Stevens from Tatum and 

VDG Rosa Doporto from Lovington. 

Left: After working the Band booth 

at EXPO, Lovington Lions visited the 

Gallup Lions Club.  Lions Rosa and 

Maria and a guest, Madeline Leyba, 

are pictured in the front row with 

the Gallup Lions.  

Right: VDG Rosa Doporto and Lion Maria Rios volun-

teered at the Lions Band Foundation Booth at EXPO 

in Albuquerque on September 15, 2008.  Pictured 

with them is PDG Bill Davis.   


