
Two New NM Clubs in One Day!  

HAPPY  

THANKSGIVING 
 

May all MD40 Lions and 
their families have a 
very happy Thanksgiv-
ing. While giving thanks 
for all the blessings we 
have, please keep the 
men and women in our 
armed forces, as well as 
our fellow Lions who are  
faced with health prob-
lems, in your thoughts 

and prayers.  
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NM LIONS ROAR  

WE SERVE 

Matching a 10 September 1927 accomplishment, District 40N chartered two 

new clubs on the same day, 17 October 2008! Lions Clubs International 2nd VP 

Sid Scruggs was on hand to assist with the charter ceremonies for the new 

ClubsñAlbuquerque Uptown and Eldorado Basin (Santa Fe). 2nd VP Scruggs 

praised the District for its outstanding extension efforts and he wished the 

new clubs the very best in their service activities. Provided by PDG Bill Davis 

2nd VP Sid Scruggs (R) presents PDG Tom Himrod 
with the LCI Presidentõs Commendation Award as 
DG Chuck Easton looks on. 

(L-R) 2nd VP Sid Scruggs, Albuquerque Uptown 
Sec./Treas. Debra McCann and DG Chuck 
Easton showing off the Clubõs new Charter. 

VDG Miriam Stucker inducts the members of the 
new Albuquerque Uptown Lions Club. 

2nd VP Sid Scruggs (R) recognizes President 
Shelly Smith (L) for the Albuquerque Rio 
Grande Lions sponsoring the Albuquerque 
Uptown Club as MDCC Jeff Kriz looks on. 

PDG Lee Boyd Montgomery (R) and PDG Ruben 
Vigil (not pictured) were honored by 2nd VP Sid 
Scruggs for helping to form the Eldoardo Basin 
Lions Club. 

Eldorado Basin President Marcel Legendre (L) 
addresses the gathering as Master of Ceremo-
nies PDG Lee Boyd Montgomery (R) looks on. 
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The Albuquerque Rio Grande Lions are very 

proud to have sponsored the newly chartered 

Albuquerque Uptown Lions Club. The Charter 

luncheon was held at Bravo's Restaurant in Albu-

querque on October 17.  The event was presided 

over by Lions International 2nd VP Sid Scruggs, 

who bestowed the charter and participated in the 

induction of the new members. New Lion 

Albuquerque Rio Grande Lions Sponsor New Uptown Lions Club  

Sec./Treas. Deborah McCann received the Char-

ter.  Lions from across the state came out to 

show their support for the new club.  During Lion 

Sid Scrugg's visit, he also gave Lions International 

Presidentõs Certificates of Appreciation to MDCC 

Jeff Kriz and PDG Tom Himrod. Lion Shelly Smith 

also received an award as the sponsoring Club 

President.  Provided by Lion Penelope Lespinasse  
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Lions Kitty & Bob Callender Appreciation Night  

On 1 November 2008, the Ruidoso 

Noon Lions, led by Lion Sandy 

Schiffman, conducted an appre-

ciation event for PDG Bob and DG 

Kitty Callender. The event was 

open to everyone, residents and 

Lions alike.  

The event commenced with a 

happy hour where folks could 

check out the items for the live 

and silent auctions. At 7PM, a bar-

becue dinner was served which 

included Ruidoso Noon Lionsõ 

òworld renownedó brisket. During 

the dinner, music was provided by 

a local group. Lions Bob and Kitty 

arrived and were presented with 

PDG Mary Jane Shannon and PDG Lee Boyd 

Montgomery enjoying the festivities.  

Editorial cartoon in Ruidoso News to honor the 

Callenders. 

the original of the editorial cartoon shown 

above. Lions Bob and Kitty then each tear-

fully thanked everyone for their thoughts, 

prayers, and kindness to which they re-

ceived a standing ovation.  

After the meal, folks were involved in a 

very exciting and fun live auction of some 

really great items. A big thanks to all the 

individuals, businesses, and Lions Clubs 

who attended and/or donated items for 

the auctions. Pictures provided by PDG 

Jim Brannon 
Lion Bettie Brannon plants a òbig oneó on PDG Bob 

Callender when DG Kitty Callender is not looking.  

(L-R Standing): PDG Jim Brannon, Lion Bettie Brannon, Lions 

Chris and Bryson McCool  with PDG Bob and DG Kitty Callen-

der (seated).  
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On 12 September 2008, the Carlsbad Heights Lions 

inducted two new members, Tony Dominguez 

(sponsor Lion Harold Finical) and Mattie Silver 

(sponsor Lion Roger Davis).  PDG Jim Jones con-

ducted the induction program. After the induction 

of the new members, PDG Jim Jones installed the 

(L-R) Lions Larry Coalson, Ron Sanders, Jim Damon, Mary Fini-

cal, Israel Palma, Jay Francis, Steve West, Rob Perozynski, and 

Rick Woedenmann. 

(L-R) Lions Harold Finical, Tony Dominguez, 

Mattie Silver, and Roger Davis. 

Carlsbad Heights Lions Induct New Members  by PDG Jim Jones 

It is not often that an International President of 

Lions comes to MD40. Lion Bryson McCool and I 

had the privilege of meeting "Lion AI" and his en-

ergetic wife, Lion Maureen Murphy in Window 

Rock, AZ, on October 16. Their visit was in con-

junction with "World Sight Day." The AZ and NM 

Lions Eye Vans were kept busy throughout the 

day, as was the "Kidsight" camera manned by Lion 

Bryson. Miss Navajo Nation was present for the 

MD40 Lions Meet LCI President Al Brandel  by DG Kitty Callender  

LCI President Al Brandel and his wife, Maureen, chat 

with a group of Navajo children.  

Miss Navajo Nation poses in front of the Arizona 

and New Mexico Lions Screening Vans. 

day, as were Lions from AZ and NM. We were en-

tertained at lunch by a talented group of children 

from the Navajo Nation. We even learned some 

songs that sounded familiar to us like "Mary had a 

Little Lamb" being one. Watch "LQ" - Lions Quar-

terly - for a video of that day as cameras and a 

video crew were hustling about. All -in-all, it was 

a great day and thanks go to PDG Tom and Lion 

Rose Himrod for a well put together function!      

Clubõs new officers for 2008-09: PresidentñSteve 

West; 1st VPñRick Wiedenmann; 2nd VPñRob 

Perozynski; 3rd VPñMary Finical; SecretaryñPDG 

Jim Jones; TreasurerñJay Francis; Tail Twisterñ

Jim Damon; Membership ChairñIsrael Palma; 

Board MembersñLarry Coalson, Ron Sanders, Is-

rael Palma.  
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I've seen firsthand some wonderful Lions projects in 

my travels as international president. But let me tell 

you about something I have not seen-or at least not 

enough of. Lions often fail to identify their projects 

with the Lions logo or signage with a Lions identity. 

Or they do not wear their vests, which is another way 

to tell the public who is responsible for the valuable 

event they are witnessing.  

Modesty is an admirable trait. But this is really not 

about modesty. It's about telling the public how im-

portant Lions are to their community. It's about gain-

ing visibility and making it easier to recruit new 

members and network with other people and groups 

in our communities. We perform service because we 

believe in the value of giving back. But visibility is 

one of the benefits of community service. Let's take 

advantage of that and relish the chance to increase 

the recognition level of Lions and what we do. Hon-

estly, I think sometimes we don't take enough pride 

in who we are and what we do. We're not "just an-

other community group." We're the world's largest 

service club. We're the Knights of the Blind. But we 

are also crucially important to youths, those with 

disabilities and people affected by disasters. Can you 

Projects Without Signage Are Incomplete 

imagine the world without Lions? Or 

even just your own community? Our 

miracles of service enable countless 

people to live more productive and 

happier lives. Lions are the everyday 

heroes in our communities who selflessly fill in the 

gaps not filled by government or charities.  

In this day and age, cluttered with information and 

advertisements, it's more important than ever for 

Lions to take it upon themselves to publicize our 

efforts. Innumerable other groups are vying for at-

tention. Our projects should give us a leg up. They 

touch people's lives in a deep and lasting way. Let's 

not fail to capitalize on our ties to the community 

and subtly remind people that Lions are one of the 

best features of their neighborhood.  

It doesn't take a lot of time to erect a sign or a 

plaque. But the sign or plaque could have a lifetime 

effect on the person who becomes curious about 

Lions and then decides to join. That person in turn 

can affect many, many people as a Lion. So please, 

as a sign of your dedication to Lions, sign up for 

duty as a promoter of all things Lions.  Al Brandel, 

President, Lions International  

On Sunday, October 19th, 2008, William R.I. Judd 

received the  Eagle Scout rank at a Court of Honor 

ceremony held at the Elena Gallegos Open Space 

at the base of the Sandia Mountains.   William is a 

member of Boy Scout Troop 9 which is sponsored 

Albuquerque Breakfast Lions Support Scouting by Lion Tony Bryce 

by the Albuquerque Breakfast Lions Club.   Over 

the years the Breakfast Lions and the Scouts have 

supported each otherõs activities.  For his Eagle 

project, William organized a canned food drive 

for Roadrunner Food Bank in Albuquerque.   

Upper and lower  

left: Boy Scout 

Troop 9 conducts 

a Court of Honor 

Ceremony to 

award the rank of 

Eagle Scout to 

William Judd.  

Upper right: L -R) 

Lion Tony Bryce, 

Mrs. Bryce, Wil-

liam Judd, and 

Mr. Judd pose as 

William shows off 

his Eagle Scout 

certificate.  

Lower right: Flags 

are posted for the 

ceremony. 


