NM Lions Memorial Quilt For Special Olympics
Opening Eyes Programby PID Gordon Post

A handmade quilt, made from Special Olympics Healthy Athletes T -shirts from
past years, was presented to Special Olympics principals Randy Moscarella and
Christine Sandoval (whose pictures were
included on the quilt) by Lion Christel
and PID Gordon Post. The quilt, pro-
posed by Christel Post, was made
to recognize eight years of Lions partici-
pation in the Healthy Athletes Opening
Eyes program.

The Special Olympics-Lions Clubs Interna-
tional Opening Eyes program is an ambi-
tious initiative funded by Lions Clubs In-
ternational Foundation (LCIF) through a |
Core 4 grant. Opening Eyes vision screen-
ings take place at select Special Olympics
sporting events worldwide. Volunteer
Lions play an integral part in the success
of the program through hands-on event
support. Volunteer Lions help with regis-
tration, color vision testing, visual acuity
tests and distribution of glasses and pro-
tective sports goggles for athletes.

PDGs Mary Jane & Lee Boyd Newsby PDG Jim Brannon

PDG Jim and Lion Bettie Brannon had an opportunity
while in Lubbock, Texas, over the holidays to visit with
PDG Lee Boyd Montgomery and PDG Mary Jane Shannon ir
their lovely new home (216 E. Llano Lubbock, TX 79404).
They recently moved to Lubbock to enjoy the good life at
Red Raider Ranch, a fabulous retirement community being
built on the high plains of West Texas. They are enjoying
their new life there very much and send warmest regards
to all their friends and fellow Lions in New Mexico. Their
visit was right after the Red Raiders suffered a crushing
defeat in the Dallas Cotton Bow! at the hands of Ole Miss,
so the 3 PDG's, all Texas Tech alumni, were feeling a little
down. However everyoneds sp
visit and dinner at a Texas rib joint.
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IN MEMORIAM
Don Riddett

July 20, 19207 December 25, 2008

Memorial service for Lion Don Riddett, 88, of Alto was held Jan. 5, in the Episcopal Church of the
Holy Mount. Lion Don passed away Thursday, Dec. 25, in Alto, NM.

Lion Don was born July 20, 1920, to Elsie and Albert Riddett in
Yonkers, NY. He and his wife moved to Lincoln County 30 years
ago from Hideaway Lake, TX.

He was a owner/operator of an International House of Pancakes
when he retired. In Lincoln County, he was a member of the Rui-
doso Noon Lions Club and a Burgandy man of the Lincoln County
Medical Center Auxiliary. He was also an Eagle Scout and Scout|ji$
Master.

He is survived by his wife Jean of Alto; a son, Frank Swistak of
Anna, Texas; a daughter, Laurie Varveau of Dallas, Texas; a sister, Alberta Riddett of Roswell; six
grandchildren and four great -grandchildren.

IN MEMORIAM
Vince Fasso

February 13, 1928 i January 6, 2009

Lion Vincent oVinceo6o J. Fasso, 80
the Sierra Health Care Center in Truth or Consequences. Born in Phila-
delphia, PA, on February 13, 1928, he was the son of Phillip and Rose
Fasso.

Lion Vince is survived by his wife, Anna C. Fasso; his sons Phillip Ca-
priotti, Mike Capps, Anthony Capriotti, Robert Capps; his daughters,
Rose Weatherford and Lisa Fasso; 14 grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren.

Lion Vince served in the US Army and was a retired electronics engi-
neer for RCA. He was a resident of Truth or Consequences for the past
28 years and a member of the Truth or Consequences Lions Club, the
Sons of Italy, and the Diabetes Awareness Association.
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Lion Santa Visits the Mesilla Lions by PDG Jim Brannon

PDG Jim and Lion Bettie Brannon had the honor was great, the mariachi music outstanding, and a
of attending the Los Leogdtimgwas pd by all. Sanggvasagre thant -
mas party held at the La Posta Restaurant. Actu- happy to talk to several of the small fry who
ally Santa attended in PDG Jim's place. The food were surprised to see Santa at the party.

Zone Chair Phil Marvel , SANTA aka PDG Jim Brannon , Santa listens to the wishes of one of the
and Mesilla Club President Jose Pena enjoy the festivities wide eyed tykes who attended the party

T or C Lions Provide Christmas Presents For Kidsy PDG Jim Brannon

The T or C Lions Club hosted their annual Sierra Santas
Community Christmas once again at the Sierra County
fair barn , with several hundred kids in attendance to
visit with Santa and receive a Christmas gift .In addition
to toys for the kids a Christmas food basket was pro-
vided to the family. There was also cookies, coffee, and
punch as well as live Christmas music. Once again the
Elephant Butte Host Lions Club joined in and provided
bags of candy and goodies for the kids.

Santa (PDG Jim Brannon) and Mrs. Claus (Pres.
Bettie Brannon) were on hand to greet the kids

I

Santa and the band of elves who did all the work of

putting on the Community Christmas Some of the workers and crowd at the event.
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Future Lion? By Lion David Valenzuela

A Deming High School Graduate of 2007 and a 3
year alum of the New Mexico Lions Honor Band
came to visit the Deming Wildcats Lions Club on
January 13, 2009. The purpose of his visit: To ask
the club to continue supporting the NM Lions
Band. Juan was a member of the band his sopho-
more, junior, and senior years in high school.
During his tenure, he had the opportunity to tour
New Mexico, Arizona, and even

march in the July 4™ Lions Interna-

tional Parade in Chicago, Ill. The

band performs anywhere they are

allowed. They have performed for

the state conventions, at nursing

homes, malls, parking lots, plazas,

civic events and more!

Juan is a clarinetist and is currently
a music major at NMSU in Las Cru-
ces. While visiting with the Deming
Wildcats, he spoke about all the
wonderful times he had while travel-
ing with the band. Those memories include get-
ting to know many Lions members, meeting new
friends, expanding his musical knowledge, and
most importantly a very specific conversation
with fellow Lions Band members. During that

Juan Samiento

conversation, Juan says, 0 We
one day and we were all talking about all the
Lions we met. They were so nice to us and really
supportive. We all decided that once we finished
school, that wedd for sure |
Many Lions around the state
should we support Lions Banc
Lions, here is a great example. Lions Band mem-

bers speaking about the support they

have received by a group of great

people. Because of their experi-

ences, they started thinking and

planning on joining this service or-

gani zati on. oLions Ba

way to promote Lions Club. Not only

in our state, but around the country

as well, 6 says Juan. Y

at the state and international con-

ventions, NM Lions Band members

wear OUR logo and an outline of OUR

state on their shirts. They live,

breath, and spread Lionism through their music
and dedication. It i's not a

mission: To spread and promote Lionism. They
just happen to do it through music. Please sup-
port the New Mexico Lions Honor Band.

Lovington Lions Club Newsby Lion Roy Robinson

On Saturday, January 10 ™, VDG Rosa

Doporto (L) of the Lovington Lions Club
traveled to Alamogordo to lead a ses-
sion of orientation training for D40S.
Lion Renee Carrasco (R) of Hobbs Eve-
ning Lions attended the session.

On Tuesday, January 13 ™, four Lions from Lovington Lions
Club visited Hobbs Evening Lions Club to discuss plans for
the purchase of the camera for Lions Operation Kid Sight.
Pictured are Lions Juanice Robinson, Maria Rios, VDG Rosa
Doporto and Roy Robinson.



