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When a loved one reaches their
90th birthday, we usually can

proudly say he or she has lived a
rich, full life. This year we celebrate
the 90th anniversary of something
near and dear to all of us - Lions
Clubs International, founded in 1917
in Chicago by businessman Melvin
Jones. Yes, we’ve had a rich, full
history, marked by service
unmatched by any other service
club. But the best is yet to come.
I witness firsthand in my travels
around the world the stunning
energy and vitality of Lions. In small
towns and big cities, we are out in
the community aiding youths and
the elderly, providing vision and
hearing screenings, collecting and
distributing eyeglasses, offering
food, water and blankets after
floods and tornadoes, and teaching
job skills to those with disabilities.
We do serve. And we will serve for
generations to come.
But we will be tested and we are
facing challenges. We can’t stand
pat and do what we always do
because that’s how we’ve always
done it. We need creativity,
inspiration and ingenuity, not mere
imitation or repetition. What
worked decades ago or even a
decade ago may not work today.
Even if it works today, it may not
work tomorrow. What we need is a
willingness to be flexible, to
embrace a paradigm shift if
necessary. We have to be willing to
do is nothing less than a club
renewal, a reinvention of our club
if that’s what’s needed.

If it isn’t broke, don’t fix it, of
course. If your club is flourishing,
then be satisfied and stay the
course. But if you think you or your
club can serve your community
better, then go ahead and raise
your hand at the next club meeting
and get the process of change
started. The great advantage Lions
have always possessed is our ability
to read the signs of the times and
take steps in new directions. This
happens on every level of the
association. You may be the one
who comes up with the next great
idea to invigorate your club, district
or even the association as a whole.
Good ideas carry their own
momentum. At the least be willing
to engage in open and constructive
discussion at your club. The only
really bad idea is the notion that
change is not feasible.
I’m not suggesting a radical
transformation of Lionism. We will
always be Knights of the Blind. But
it’s the little things that count such
as how clubs recruit members, hold
meetings, publicize accomplish-
ments and engage members in
service. Clubs need to regularly
assess their how they do business
and be ready to drop less successful
practices and adopt new ones after
careful study and planning.
It’s important to know that you are
not alone in your quest for club
betterment. International Head-
quarters, including its Membership,
Leadership and International
Activities and Program Planning
divisions, has an array of effective,

efficient programs to jumpstart
your renewal and help guide it.
These divisions are in touch with
the challenges and obstacles faced
by clubs. Our new Baby Boomer
recruitment methods and Family
Lions Club program are two great
examples of innovative initiatives
to energize clubs and districts.
We’re not standing still. We’re
moving forward. That’s what it will
take to keep our momentum as
Lions and to ensure that we remain
vital and active.
Please don’t wait for other Lions
to take the initiative. The
possibility of change and growth
rests with individual Lions. Please
read the LION and check the Web
site regularly to stay on top of
what’s available. Chances are quite
good that your specific needs can
be filled by these initiatives.
We’ve come a long way since 1917,
never resting on our laurels or
settling for second-best. Lions have
always put service first and that’s
reflected in the depth and range of
our programs today. I am certain
that Melvin Jones would be
astounded at how Lions clubs have
grown and prospered. Thanks to all
the Lions who came before us, we
are positioned for continued
success. Let’s blow out the candles,
grab the piece with the extra
whipped cream and then return to
our lives of service.

Jimmy M. Ross, President
The International
Association of Lions Clubs
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Happy New Year Lions,
I hope this letter finds all of you healthy and your holidays were full of happiness
and joy. I have great hope the New Year will be prosperous for our Lions Clubs
with new members joining and new prospects for community involvement. But, to
make this happen, we must find ways to promote our activities and increase our
recognition in our communities. We must also work closer with each other both in
your own Club and also with other Clubs in the District and State. All of our Clubs
need to recruit new members, improve our projects, conduct more successful
fund raisers and increase membership involvement.
I feel by working together we will be more successful in growing our Clubs, have
more fun and be better recognized in our communities. I want all Lions to improve
relations with each other and the other Clubs in your area. By working together,
we have more strength to face our challenges and we will be more productive
Clubs.  I believe the strength of any organization is its’ people and how well they
work together toward common goals.
At our last District meeting I was amazed at all the projects we as Lions do in our
communities. I listened to Club Presidents and Zone Chairs talk of all the things
Lions are trying to accomplish in their communities. With everything that is going on
in your Clubs, I wonder why people in New Mexico know so little about Lions. The
reason is Lions do not seek the limelight but rather work quietly behind the scenes.
It’s time to tell everyone what Lions do, why Lions do it, and become more visible
with our activities and projects. Let’s start asking our prospective new members to
join us in a project to see what we do for our communities. Let’s ask business
people to join so as to network and get involved with their community through
Lions activities and projects.
In March we have an extension team working with the International President
Jimmy Ross’s office to teach New Mexico Lions how to build new clubs and improve
retention of current members. I am challenging 20-25 Lions in District 40S to
attend this training event and then help start 2 new Clubs. The first part of this
training will occur February 3rd in Las Cruces. We are going to be training members
to become Guiding Lions, which is a necessary component for adding new Clubs. We
will also have a second class for members needing training on extension goals for
MD40 and the Triple T training CD to help Club improvement.
I would like every Club to send your officers and or members to one or both of
these training sessions. We all talk of our need to improve our Clubs, get new
members, and increase public relations  so let’s start by learning how to use some
new tools. I will be looking forward to the training sessions and visiting your Club
soon.

In Lionism,   Jeff Kriz, District Governor 40S

THE D40S LION BOSS ROARSTHE D40S LION BOSS ROARS
Dec 2006/Jan 2007



There will be special training sessions for D40S
on February 3, 2007, which will include the
following:

1. Guiding Lions Training starting at 10 AM to
2 PM, lunch from 12 PM to 1 PM

2. Extension and Triple T training same times
as above.

The training is to be held at Mesilla Valley Best
Western on Avenida de Mesilla in Las Cruces,
NM.  Special room rates will be set up for Lions
wishing to arrive the night before. Lion Phil
Marvel has any additional info.

Phil Marvel   505-640-3273
marvel@fastwave.biz

THE D40S LION BOSS ROARSTHE D40S LION BOSS ROARS (Cont’d)



Campaign SightFirst II Is Half Over –
Are You Involved?

Campaign SightFirst II has raised over $57 of the $150 million goal.  In
Constitutional Area I, which is the United States and its affiliates, approximately
$7.22 million has been raised. MD40 District Coordinators for CSFII, PID Don
Reese and Lion Brenda Watson, and some of the Zone Chairpersons are
ready to help your club get set up for CSFII.  Lion Bob Jones, CSFII Sector
is also available for questions, direction, or assistance.
Nine clubs have set CSFII financial goals totaling approximately $14,000.
Albuquerque Four-Hills, Albuquerque Rio Grande, Moriarty, Sandia
Mountain, Elephant Butte Host, Las Cruces De Noche, Truth or
Consequences, and Eunice Lions Clubs have sent in money totaling over $4,600.
Our Multiple District clubs that are taking CSFII seriously at this point are the
Sandia Mountain Lions Club, which submitted $3,200, and the Farmington
Evening Lions Club that set a financial goal of $10,000.  Thank you to the clubs
that are getting involved – you are helping to “Change the World”.
CSFII was formed to eliminate preventable blindness.  On a worldwide average,
$6 will save one person from blindness.  Statistics show that without CSFII,
the number of blind men, women, and children in the world will double to 74
million by the year 2020.  SightFirst I prevented the vision loss of over 27
million individuals, provided over 80 million treatments for river-blindness, built
and/or expanded over 200 eye clinics or hospitals, trained over 305,000 eye
care workers, and as of January 1, 2007 – provided more than 7 million cataract
surgeries. A good bit of CSFII money will support research here in the US,
looking for ways to help us and our children avoid blindness.
Last year, CSFII asked for clubs to become models for the campaign.  No
model clubs stepped forward in MD40.  Clubs can become model clubs this
Lionistic Year and will be known as clubs “Accepting the Challenge”.  See or call
your District Coordinator or Lion Bob Jones if your club is interested in accepting
the challenge.
Congratulations to PID Joe Preston who heads CSFII for Arizona, California,
Colorado, Hawaii, Nevada, New Mexico, and Utah.  Through the leadership of
Lion Joe, clubs in the states listed above will raise over $1,220,000 CSFII this
Lionistic Year.
We, the Lions of the World, can be proud of our accomplishments and what we
will bring about through CSFII. I want to personally thank each person and the
members of the clubs who are working to make CSFII a success.

PC Bob Jones     505-286-6267   drbob78@msn.com
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In December, the T or C Lions Club held it’s Christmas Party at
a local eatery called the “ Pacific Grill.”  Best seafood in town

and since most Lions know what to do when they see food, and a lot
of it was consumed that evening.  Lions  Dorothy Marietta, Jim
and Bettie Brannon, Travis and Peggy Lee, Terry & Kay Miller, and
Tombo Bunch were joined by Elephant Butte Host Lions Dottie
and Frank Beecroft for a night of fun and fellowship.

Article & pic provided by VDG Jim Brannon
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Onate High School Navy ROTC cadets helped the Los Leones de Mesilla
Lions prepare more than 3500 luminarias for the Mesilla annual holiday

celebration that occurred the Sunday before Christmas. The luminarias were
displayed in historic Mesilla Plaza and at the Town Hall. Los Leones de Mesilla
Lions who participated included: Ralph Misquez, Pete Abalos, Fred Apodaca,
Greg Lennes, Chuck Colwell, Manny Gamboa, Larry Limon, George Mulholland,
Ray Valencia, Mark St. Paul, Priscilla Provencio, and Jose Pena.  Onate Navy
ROTC cadets who helped prepare the luminarias were: Briana Bobfantini,
Javier Lujan, Erika Holguin, Carlos Sanchez, Danise Neal, Alex Dominguez,
Sarah Libeau, Steven Dahl, Amanda Mazzola, Christopher Franco, Adorah
Gonzalez, Sam parko, Christian Jolciner, and Alyson Pierce. Senior Chief
Robert Rodriguez and Commander Michael Dixon also helped. Working with
the Lions, the ROTC cadets prepared over 3500 luminarias on 16 December.
The Los Leones de Mesilla Lions and  students lit the luminarias on Christmas
Eve beginning at 3:30PM. The public joined in the festivities including the
lighting of the luminarias.

Article & pics provided by Lion Greg Lennes



Santa Fe Host is the oldest club in New Mexico (MD 40)
having been chartered a few hours earlier than Taos at noon,
Sept. 10, 1927. We are probably close to the oldest club in
average age of its members, 70, (maybe 71, now that we are
in a new year) as well. We have donated $3000 to the NM
Band Foundation this fiscal year in order to get our great
Honor Band to the 2007 convention in the place of our
founding, Chicago IL. We challenge any and all MD 40 clubs
to match or exceed our donation on either a total or average/
member donation to this worthy project.
(Article provided by PDG Vic Lyon. Picture courtesy of Santa
Fe Host Lions Club Website)
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Please send bank deposit receipts and ticket stubs to:
PDG Lee Boyd Montgomery, #4 Melado Drive Santa Fe, NM 87508

505-466-0468(H)   505-660-2902(C)   lbmontgomery36@comcast.net
DEPOSIT CASH AND CHECKS AT WELLS

FARGO BANKS Checking Account # 2374159685

NM Lions Band Foundation Truck Raffle Tickets Sales Directions

$7,500

$15,000

$22,500

$30,000

$37,500

$0

$45,000

$52,500

$60,000

$67,500

$14,524 (as of  12/10/06)

NM Lions Band Foundation 
Fundraiser Standings

GOAL$75,000

Int’l. Parade Block 
Winners To Date
1. PDG Bob Callender

2. DG John Salasitz, 40N

3. Ruidoso Noon Lions

4. Santa Fe Host Lions

5. Las Cruces de Noche Lions



Silver City Lions Club members Ron Belanger, Jeremiah Garcia,
John Chess and Lee Stockman (left to right) present Danielle
Jones (center), a student at Meadow Hawk School, with a $50
check as the winner of the 2006 local Lions “Celebrate Peace”
Poster Contest.

(Article & picture sunbmitted by Lion Cissy McAndrew)
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