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Lions Clubs International 8 The Beginning

A meeting of practical -minded vision-
aries at the LaSalle Hotel in Chicago,
lllinois, on June 7, 1917, set the stage
for the organization, later that year in
Dallas, Texas, of today's international
association.

The minutes of the meeting state that

it had been organized by Melvin
Jones, a Chicago insurance man and
secretary of The Business Circle.
Jones had invited The International
Association of Lions Clubs of Evans-
ville, Indiana, the Vortex Club of St.
Louis, Missouri, and the Business and
Professional Men's Association of St.
Paul, Minnesota. He Had also invited
the Optimist and Exchange Clubs, but
the Exchange Clubs did not attend.

Dr. William Woods, an Evansuville, Indi-
ana, physician, is listed on the min-
utes of that meeting as "President,
International Association of Lions,"
and as representing 27 Lions clubs
listed under his name. The corporate
records of the State of Indiana, USA,
show that on October 24, 1916, Dr.
Woods, Carmi Hicks, and C. R. Conen
filed Articles of Incorporation for a
non-profit corporation titled The In-
ternational Association of Lions
Clubs. All Lions clubs chartered after
August 30, 1916, were organized un-
der that name and by June |, 1917,
there were 35 clubs that had received
charters from The International Asso-
ciation of Lions. On May 16 of that
year Melvin Jones asked Dr. Woods to
attend the Chicago meeting "with a
view to lining up our organization with
yours."

The minutes of the meeting show that
Edwin J. Raber and W. J. Livingston
then introduced the following resolu-
tion: "That the Board of Directors of
the Business Circle of Chicago enter

into negotiations with Dr. W P. Woods
of The International Association of Li-
ons Clubs, and with other clubs with
reference to the affiliation of these
clubs and that said Board of Directors
have full power to make and complete
all arrangements for said affiliation
and any act they do on the premises
shall be the act of this club and binding
thereon,” and that "The motion was
seconded by A. F. Sheahan and unani-
mously adopted by the Business Circle."”
The minutes also show that later in the
LaSalle Hotel meeting, Dr. Woods in-
vited the various clubs represented to
join The International Association of
Lions. Woods is quoted as stating:
"Whereas all clubs represented here
today have different names, and
whereas the Lions clubs have an inter-
national organization, with approxi-
mately thirty clubs in different parts of
the United States, and whereas the
Lions clubs are not now represented in
any other cities represented by the
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other clubs; therefore, as president of The International Associa-
tion of Lions Clubs, | hereby extend an invitation to these clubs
to accept charters in The International Association of Lions Clubs
and become a part and parcel of our organization. If you accept
this invitation, there will be no membership charged, and all we
ask is to adopt our name and pay dues to The International Asso-

ciation, which are at the rate of $1.00

per member, payable

semi-annually in advance." The St. Louis club accepted the offer
and received its Lions Club charter on July 25, 1917.

Determined to make an informed decision, Melvin Jones wrote a
letter on June 19, 1917, to J. T. Coleman, secretary of the Ard-
more, Oklahoma, Lions Club. Jones said: "Dr. W. P. Woods, your
international president, has extended to our organization an invi-
tation to accept a charter and the name of The Lions Club. We
have about decided to do so, and our decision will no doubt be
influential in getting other clubs in other cities to do the same

thing.

"Before making a final decision we would like to have you tell us
about your organization in Ardmore. How many members have
you? How often you meet and any other information you care to

Continued on Page 2
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write to help us in our decision. "Your early reply
will be appreciated.”

J. T. Coleman replied that in his judgment, "the
Lions Club is a very valuable organization for any
city. | know it is a success in other cities in this
county. | have given the matter considerable
thought and say without hesitation that | can rec-
ommend it to the business and professional men
of any city." The Chicago club received its Lions
club charter on August 2, 1917.

On July 21, 1917, Dr. Woods notified all clubs,
"the first convention of the Lions Clubs will be
held in the City of Dallas, State of Texas, on the 8
-9-10 of October, of this year."

Millions of lives have been transformed because of
what happened during those three days. Countless
human beings can see, hear, walk, work, and are
alive because of the extraordinary association
that was organized in that gathering. It began on

a Monday morning, October 8, 1917, and today
men, women, and children on every continent

benefit from that legacy.

Headlines in The Dallas Morning Newsfor that day
declared: "Lions' International Meeting Opens To-
day." The delegates were welcomed by Mayor Joe
E. Lawther in the Palm Garden of the Adolphus
Hotel at ten O'clock in the morning. With a pro-
phetic look at the Lions' future, Mayor Lawther
said, "Your organization is made up of men who
accomplish things; men who recognize no obsta-
cles."

In addition to Dr. Woods, 36 delegates and eight
alternates took part in the meeting. Twenty -two
Lions clubs were represented at the Dallas con-
vention and six other clubs were still in existence
or being formed at the time. Twenty -three Lions
clubs have functioned continuously since then and
in the convention of 195I, they were officially des-
ignated "Founder Club of Lions."

The first day of the convention the delegates
elected officers. L. H. Lewis, president of the Dal-
las Lions Club, was elected president by acclama-
tion. However, he refused the post and asked the
delegates to name Dr. Woods to the position.
They did, and elected the rest of the officers by
acclamation: L. H. Lewis, Dallas, Texas, first vice
president; E. N. Kaercher, St. Louis, Missouri, sec-
ond vice president; Melvin Jones, Chicago, lllinois,
secretary-treasurer. R. A. Kleinschmidt, Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma, and James L. McRee, Mem-

phis, Tennessee, were named directors for three
years. H. E Endsley, Texarkana, Arkansas, and
Roger Wheles, Shreveport, Louisiana, were chosen
directors for two year terms.

There were two directorships for a one -year term
and these were filled by ballot. A. V. Davenport of
Tulsa, Oklahoma, and C. J. Kirk of Houston,
Texas, were elected to these directorships. Nine
states were represented at the convention: Arkan-
sas, Colorado, lllinois, Indiana, Louisiana, Mis-
souri, Oklahoma, Tennessee, and Texas. Texas
and Oklahoma brought the largest delegations and
received two seats each on the Board of Directors.
The 22 Lions clubs represented at the Dallas Con-
vention included Texarkana, Arkansas; Denver and
Colorado Springs, Colorado; Chicago, lllinois;
Shreveport, Louisiana; St. Louis, Missouri; Ard-
more, Chickasha, Muskogee, Oklahoma City, and
Tulsa, Oklahoma; and Memphis, Tennessee. Texas
had the largest turnout with clubs from Abilene,
Austin, Beaumont, Dallas, Fort Worth, Houston,
Paris, Port Arthur, Waco, and Wichita Falls.

At the time of the convention, Lions clubs were
operating in Little Rock, Arkansas, and Pueblo,
Colorado, as well as El Reno and Okmulgee, Okla-
homa. Clubs in Oakland, California, and Temple,
Texas, were being organized and began function-
ing soon after.

The delegates voted to open membership to
women as well as men. The convention retained
the Lions' emblem, the head of a Lion holding a
club in its mouth marked "International." The
group chose purple and gold as the Lions' colors
and Melvin Jones was authorized to open a
headquarters in Chicago.

W. J. Power of St. Louis spoke in favor of changing
the name of the organization from Lions to Vor-
tex. E. N. Calvin of Waco, Grant Richardson of
Shreveport, and others contended that the name
of Lions should be kept. The motion to retain the
name Lions was passed by a vote of 24 to six.

The January 193l issue of The Lion featured this
interpretation of the association's name: "Our
name was not selected at random, neither was it
a coined name. From time immemorial, the lion

has been the symbol of all that was good, and be-
cause of the symbolism that name was chosen.
Four outstanding qualities - Courage, Strength,
Activity, and Fidelity & had largely to do with the
adoption of the name. The last mentioned of

Continued on Page 3
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these qualities, Fidelity, has a deep and peculiar
significance for all Lions. The lion symbol has
been a symbol of Fidelity through the ages and
among all nations, ancient and modern. It stands
for loyalty to a friend, loyalty to a principle, loy-
alty to a duty, loyalty to a trust.”

The report of the committee on constitution and
by-laws was received with little debate, and most
of the provisions were adopted without difficulty.
However, there was a heated argument about an
amendment to the constitution offered by W. A.
Lybrand and J. C. Leonard of Oklahoma City. A
principle that has become a guiding precept in
Lionism's program of international service, the
amendment stated: "No club shall by its by -laws,
constitution or otherwise hold out the financial
betterment of its members as its objects." After a
stormy session, the amendment passed.

The United States had entered World War | six
months before the Dallas convention and the dele-
gates voted to support the war effort and the Lib-
erty Loan. The secretary was instructed to trans-
mit a copy of that motion to President Woodrow
Wilson.

Austin, Texas, and St. Louis, Missouri, asked to be
the site for the 1918 convention and the delegates
chose St. Louis. The first convention of Lions
Clubs International closed on October 10, 1917.
Dr. Woods had been elected international presi-
dent of the association. The Lions Objects and
Code of Ethics were drafted. Altered only a little

Beginning

during the years, they embody the moral strength
and spirit of the association. Harnessing a diver-
sity of voices, the delegates created documents of
coherence, logical consistency, and social vision.

Perhaps unaware of the extraordinary movement
they had created, the delegates relaxed with a
sightseeing tour of Dallas and a show at the Majes-
tic Theater.

The Board of Directors met after the convention
ended and Dr. Woods reported that the associa-
tion had $72.05 in the bank. However, he had
spent $446.80 for which he had not been reim-
bursed.

Now, for the first time, Lionism had the structure
to prepare for its international destiny. At that
small gathering in Dallas it gained the form de-
signed to make it a worldwide force for goodwill
and brotherhood. Lions Clubs International
emerged from Dallas with a sharpened vision of its
worldwide role.

For the present, however, service was confined to
the United States. During the rest of 1917 and into
the following year, Lions clubs generally concen-
trated on projects to support the nation's war ef-
fort. This ranged from bond drives, collections of
books and magazines, entertaining servicemen,
help for war orphans and widows, and fund -raising
for the Red Cross.

Taken fr om AAWistons ef rmiveelLions
Clubso6 by Paul Martin.
ternational Convention.

VDG Rosa Doporto Receives Melvin Jones Fellow Award

(Cont 6d)

VDG Rosa Doporto was given the honor of receiving
a Melvin Jones Fellowship on Friday, 16 January
2009. Past District Governor Veta London of the
Hobbs Evening Lions Club presented the award to
Lion Rosa. This award, named in honor of the foun-

der of Lions Clubs International, is the highest honor

for a Lion that can be presented by a Club to one of

its members.

VDG Rosa joined the Lovington Lions Club in 1994
and has held several club offices since that time
including Club President and Zone Chairman. She
will be District Governor of District 40S for the 2009
-2010 year. Provided by Lion Roy Robinson

Picture: PDG Veta London (R) presents the Melvin
Jones Fellow Award to VDG Rosa Doporto (L).
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IN MEMORIAM

Columbus Lewis

July 4, 1913 8 February 2, 2009

Lion Columbus Lewis was born July 4, 1913 to Josh and Beulah (Wooten)
Lewis in Idabel, OK. Columbus was raised and-educated there. A search for
work brought him to New Mexico in 1940, and he ‘made Carlsbad his home
for life. Like many young men, when his_country called in 1941, Columbus
was inducted in the US Army. This took himito many parts-of the world,

but he was mainly in the South Pacific. After his discharge in August 1945,
Lion Columbus received a higher calling, and:he began his life in. Gospel
Ministry. This calling lasted 61 years: In 2006, at the time of his retire-

ment from the ministry, he 'was at the Pentecostal Temple in Hobbs. He
also served as Superintendent of the East District in NM of the COGIC as

well as the Secretary of-the State of NM COGIC.

In the early 1950's, Lion Columbus was taken with a beautiful lady named Clementine White, and
he made her his bride on January;21, 1951. He was employed by Eddy County in the custodial de-
partment at the Eddy County Courthouse for 10 years, and was a member of the Martin Luther
King Jr. Foundation, the Carlsbad Downtown Lions Club (over 25 years), American Legion, and
VFW.

Lion Columbus is preceded in death by his parents, three brothers and one sister. He is survived
by his wife Clementine of the family home, daughters Celestine Lewis Perry of Ft. Worth, TX,
Beatrice Lewis Kelly of Cincinnati, OH, and sons Larry White of Lovington and Rodney Lewis of
Norwich, Connecticut, a brother Butler Cole of Carlsbad, 12 grandchildren, 10 great grandchil-
dren, 1 great -great grandchild-and a host of extended family members.

NM Lions Hearing Aid Recycling Center

It is with deep regret that we are closing the NM Lions Hearing Aid Recycling Center. We have
been trying to help get hearing aids to the needy to improve their lives. We are unable to do
this any longer. We are disappointed in the response of the Lions Clubs in New Mexico to the
Center as we have had very little support to make this a viable project. While we have had a
great number of applications for clients, few NM Lions Clubs have been willing to make a contri-
bution towards the expenses for the hearing aids. | cannot afford any longer to continue to take
the money out of my pocket to keep helping those people who are being referred to me.

As of 10 February 2009, we will no longer be taking applications and will no longer be placing
hearing aids on people. We would like to thank the individuals and clubs the did help out. We
sincerely hope that the clubs will find another way to help the people that need hearing aids.

Thank you,
Clarence Gaussoin, New Mexico Lions Hearing Aid Recycling Center
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Greater Las Vegas Lions Begin KidSight Programy Lion Don Bennett

The Greater Las Vegas Lions kicked off their forms for registration, parental permission, and
NMLOKS program January 31 at the Literacy reporting were shared by the Taos LionS, as well
Council of Northeastern New Mexico Literacy Fair as camera, computer, and uploading operating
held in Las Vegas. The club screened 38 children, hints. Helping other NM Lions clubs get a good
ages 312, and made numerous contacts with KidSight start with in -person coaching and pro-
area school administrators, news media, and of viding strong resource material, such as the
course, parents. With parents present, there was NMLOKS Screening Handbook, helps assure that
no lag in getting authorizations for the screen- Lions will have a consistent, quality vision
ings. This was the first opportunity for most of screening program state-wide. Las Vegas is proud
the children to obtain free vision screening of to join the NMLOKS Program.

this quality as reported numerous pleased par-
ents.

0Beginning our screening
gave us a real community-wide jump start," said
Virginia Apodaca, KidSight chairperson. "Our Li-
ons screening team was not only interviewed ex-
tensively by the Las Vegas Optic, but we were
also able to chat about the benefits of early vi-

sion screening with community leaders and par-
ents. In-school screenings will begin in the
spring, but we will definitely plan to set up
screenings at future community events where we
have opportunities to do screenings and show the
community how the Lions are serving."

The Las Vegas Lions benefitted from a visit by Las Vegas Lions screen a child. Note that the Lion prop
Lions Bill Waugh and Dave Miller of the Taos Lions was for the sake of the picture. It cannot be used dur-
Club during the club's final training session a ing the screening because it would cause the child to

. . . . look up which would result in an unreadable picture.
week prior to the Literacy Fair screening. Model P P

Wo mends S yBpMeliessSMasihbum

ltdéds time to grab a friend and plan on attending the
2009 in beautiful Ruidoso. The speakers will be ready to provide you with lots of great new ideas that will

help you in your everyday I|life as wel/l as in Lionism.
the best event of the year by inviting a Lion that has never attended to accompany you. This energetic,

fun filled day will begin at 9:30 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., at the Hotel Ruidoso. Registration fee of $30.00 in-

cludes the one day Symposium, lunch, and a burger & hotdog cookout that evening. We are urging every

Club in the District to sponsor their Lions for this event. Fees can be paid by Clubs out of their Adminis-

trative funds, as this will be a very beneficial training. A registration form is provided on
www.nmlions.org. The host hotel will be the Hotel Ruidoso with room rental at $59.99 a night. There are

25 rooms blocked for this event and will not last long. Please call the Hotel directly at 575 -257-2007 and

mention Lions Symposium when making reservations.

$30.00 Registration Fee dgood until March 15  $40.00 Late Registration from March 16 &dMarch 31
NO REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER MARCH 25 OR AT THE SYMPOSIUM.

Other Lodging information: Comfort Inn 505 -257-2770 1-866-859-5146
Inn of the Mountain Gods 800-545-9011
Canyon Creek Lodge 505-257-9131 1-800-765-3108

Questions? Melissa Washburnd washburn66@hotmail.com Gemma Fergusond gemmafw@msn.com


mailto:gemmafw@msn.com
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Used Eye Glasses Collectiomy Lion Phil Marvel

A number of Lions Clubs have contacted me re-
cently concerning what to do with used eye
glasses that have been collected by their club. |
hope this article will help all Lions be familiar
with how to handle this very important project in
which all Lions Clubs should be participating.

LCI has eye glass collection boxes that are very
durable and attract attention for the public to
donate eye glasses. The Las Cruces de Noche
Lions Club has used these boxes for a number of
years with considerable success. In fact, we just
counted our glasses and in six months we have
collected 1300 eyeglasses. Other Clubs have
been known to have collected far more! These
are complete and unbroken eye glasses. Re-
cently two businesses who allowed boxes to be
set up were very surprised by the fact that they
filled up so quickly. Our club has also donated
several eye glass collection
boxes to encourage other
clubs in the area to partici-
pate in this program.

These boxes can be ordered
through LCI. Item Num-
ber: G1174DS EYEGLAS
COLLECTION BOXES List
Price: $60.95 Product De-
scription 10 boxes to a pack-
age, easy to assemble. Each
box measures 12" wide x 8"
deep x 8" high with a header
panel and are sold in packages
of 10 boxes. They are defi-
nitely worth the expense. On the back of the box
you can put contact information.

Most clubs take their collected eye glasses, that
have been already packed and counted, to either
the District 40S Cabinet meetings or the Multiple
District Council meetings for pick up by PDGs
Governors Ernest and Veta London or their desig-
nated assistants. They in turn have been kind
enough for several years to take all the glasses to
the Texas Lions Eyeglass Recycling Center located
in Midland, Texas.

I encourage all Lions members to attend their
District Cabinet and Multiple District Council
meetings to pass on collected eye glasses but if
no one in your club can attend either contact

Your Unwanted
(-Lhi\ \\l” ”l !]'
ADCONEe See Bettey
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another Lions Club in your area or follow the in-
formation below regarding shipping.

The collection, sorting, and packaging of used
eye glasses should follow these guidelines:

9 Acceptable items are: glasses (frames and
lenses); frames only; lenses (uncut lenses, lenses
never been used in frames; need a peripheral cut
to fit into frame; need edge grinding; usually ob-
tained through optical shops which are closing );
prescription and non prescription sunglasses;
safety glasses; eyeglass cases; and hearing aids.

9 Please send both plastc and metal
frames. Remove loose and broken lenses or dam-
aged lenses and frames. Rather than store
glasses for a long time, send as soon as possible.
Time, extreme temperature and weather condi-
tions cause damage to frames and lenses, often
rendering them useless.

9 Pack eyeglasses in a sturdy
| corrugated cardboard box. Layer
| rows of eyeglasses with tissue
paper, newspaper or styro-
foam. (Please avoid using
shredded packing materials or
styrofoam "peanuts.")

9 Seal box with strapping tape.
Be sure label is legible and in-
clude your return address.

9 Used eyeglasses are of no
commercial value; therefore,
choose the least expensive
means of shipping to the recy-
cling centers (usually third or
fourth class mail.) Label the box, "No commercial
value."

9 Please notify the Lions Eyeglass Recycling Cen-
ter before sending large shipments of eyeglasses.

If glasses are shipped, they can be sent to:

TEXAS LIONS EYEGLASS RECYCLING CENTER
200 PLAZA STREET, MIDLAND, TX 79701
Contacts: PDG lke Fitzgerald, CEO

Tel: 432-682-7074 (24 hour number)

Center Tel: 432-683-3611

eyeglassike@juno.com tlerc@attglobal.net


mailto:eyeglassike@juno.com
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Alamogordo Earth Day Fair by Lion Chuck Galusha

The 15" Annual Community Earth Day Fair in Ala-
mogordo will take place on Saturday April 25,
2009. The Earth Day Fair in Alamogordo, which is
the largest Earth Day Related Event in the South-
western United States, has hundreds of exhibitors
from all corners of the community that take part
each year. Along with live entertainment, alter-
native energy displays, a live butterfly release,
an Earth Day Poster contest, and loads of chil-
drends activities,
ence Fair. Part of the Earth Day Science Fair is a
Solar Car Kit Contest. The solar car kit competi-
tion is based on the principals of the Standard
Science Fair Criteria. There are several catego-
ries and there are prizes to the winners which
have been donated by local businesses.

Any child can enter the contest. If they cannot
find the needed parts locally, kits can be pur-
chased from SunWind Solar at www.sunwind.com
or other sites on the web. The Earth Day Fair
Committee will work with school classes to assist
them with kits on a case by case basis, using

Some of the many 2008 entries from Bob Daniels 1
grade class.
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In February 1973 after 55 and a half years since
its inception, Lions International welcomed its
1,000,000th member.

During the 1926 Convention, the name of the

Lions®d magazine (whi ch
1920) was changed to The Lion with Lion Melvin

Jones appointed as its editor.

The Lions song,
Roar ?6 was first
Convention in 1924.

Lions at the 44th International Convention in
Atlantic City in 1961 were saddened by the news

0Dondt

ther e

Pntroducgd & year before,

funds donated by the community. Pictured are
some of the many Solar Car Kit displays from the
2008 Earth Day Science Fair.

Also pictured are Cloudcroft Elementary 3 ™ grade
teacher Ed Wooten and 1% Grade Teacher Bob
Daniels receiving Kits thanks to the Cloudcroft

Lions Club and the Earth Day Fair Committee.
The 1% grade class received 20 standard kits and
the 3™ grade class received 15 upgraded kits

whigh inallde extragearing and larger sblar pan-Sc i -

els capable of recharging batteries.

The Earth Day Fair Committee holds tree sales on
Arbor Day and at the Earth Day fair as a way to
generate funds for this and other ED related chil-
drends activities. I n
these kits the EDF Committee depends on dona-
tions from the community. For information call
15" Annual Community Earth Day Fair Chairman
Chuck Galusha at 4346296.

(L-R) Cloudcroft Lion Lou Gilliam, 3™ grade Teacher Ed
Wooten, Cloudcroft Lion Mike Mills, Alamogordo Break-
fast Lion and Earth Day Fair Committee Chairman Chuck
Galusha, and front 1 grade teacher Bob Daniels.

The Li

of the death of Melvin Jones. He died in his
home in Flossmoor, lllinois, on the afternoon of
Thursday, June |, 196l. He was 82 years old. Al-
though partially incapacitated by a stroke two

ons

h¥@ays befoee hp appeareg requiarly at hispffice

in the International Headquarters building to
greet visiting Lions and lend his counsel to the
%rolyving'_‘_ioras 2SS0 iarl{[i%n's He had never Srnissed
an mterna%onal c nvent|<§1. Et he Chica on-
ones was 'helped from
his wheelchair to acknowledge a sustained stand-
ing ovation from appreciative Lions from around
the world.
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