
2008 A Great Year For MD40 Lions!  

 

PDG Morris Finkner             2 

Ruidoso Noon Lions             3 

Alb. Breakfast Lions             4 

Greater Las Vegas Lions       4 

Special Olympics                  5 

Carlsbad Downtown Lions    5 

Raton Lions                           6 

NM Lions Band                     7 

T or C Lions                          7 

MD40 Council Meeting         8 

Club News                             9 

Deming Wildcats Lions       10 

Hobbs Downtown Lions     11        

Albuquerque Lions              12 

Hobbs DT Fundraiser          13  

MD40 Information              17 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

VOLUME II I ,  ISSUE VI  

DECEMBER 2008 

NM LIONS ROAR  

WE SERVE 

As 2008 comes to a close, MD40 Lions can look back with pride at what has 

been accomplished over the last twelve months. When one considers the 

many community service projects conducted by Lions across MD40, you can-

not help but wonder about all of the folks who would be adversely affected if 

the Lions were not there to help them. LIONS DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

When the 2008-09 year began in July, many of us thought, òWill this be an-

other year where MD40 has negative membership growth?ó Since 1975, mem-

bership growth in MD40 has been slowly declining and it has been over 

twenty years since a positive annual growth was experienced. Well, due to 

the diligence and hard work of a group of Lions, MD40 has seen an increase of 

four new Clubs (and an increase of over 100 new Lions) during October and 

November. There is also the possibility of more new Clubs forming this year. 

A big LIONS ROAR for the Lions who made this happen! 

Under the effective òhandsðonó leadership of DG Chuck Easton, D40N, DG 

Kitty Callender, D40S, and MDCC Jeff Kriz, MD40 Lions are becoming more 

involved and òrevitalizedó with the respect to the ideals and goals of Lion-

ism.  New exciting service projects and club fundraisers are being initiated 

that are reigniting that passion to try and do more to make our communities 

better for everyone.  

As we look forward to the holidays and start of a new year, please do not 
forget to keep our Lions who have passed away this year in your thoughts and 
prayers. May your holidays be most enjoyable and safe and may the New Year 

be the best ever for you and your loved ones.   Lion Bryson McCool 
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PDG Morris Finkner Remembered  by Lion Reldon Beck 

Lion Morris D. Finkner, Profes-

sor Emeritus, of Las Cruces, NM, 

passed away Sunday, November 

23, 2008. He was born February 

11, 1921, in Akron, CO, to A.G. 

(Ed) and Atha I. Roszell Finkner. 

Lion Morris was the epitome of 

Lionism. He exemplified the 

motto of Lions, òWe Serve.ó  

This gave the basis for his life: 

to help others.  Lion Morris un-

derstood and practiced the phi-

losophy of Lionism that service 

to others can be increased by 

pooling resources and the col-

lective goodwill of many mem-

bers and clubs acting together.  

He started his participation in 

Lions by joining the Las Cruces 

Lions Club in April 1964.  Here 

he found the fellowship and 

camaraderie that many find in 

belonging to civic organizations. 

Lion Morris enjoyed being a Lion 

and was active in all aspects of 

Lionism. Attending meetings 

and club activities were impor-

tant to him even after he re-

tired. Although he was not able 

to do the things he did when he 

was younger, he still partici-

pated with his presence.  Lion 

Morris recognized that being a 

Lion meant not only serving 

others in the community, but 

also taking leadership roles at 

the Club, District and State 

level. He served in various of-

fices in the Las Cruces Lions 

Club and was President in 1968.  

In 1976-77, he was elected Gov-

ernor of District 40M and served 

as Chair of the Multiple District 

40 Council. 

In the spring of 1979 he organ-

ized the Sunrise Lions Club of 

Las Cruces and served as its 

Charter President. He continued 

his membership in this Club un-

til his death. He served in many 

other offices in the Club includ-

ing Treasurer which he did for 

many years. 

Several times he was a delegate 

for NM Lions to the Annual In-

ternational Lions Convention.  

He also participated in the 

USA/Canada Leadership Forum 

when possible, bringing back 

ideas to the District and local 

clubs. One activity he really 

enjoyed was being the State 

Chairman for the New Mexico 

Lions Band from 1976 to 1988.  

This is a band of high school 

students from around the state 

that would practice for a week 

and participate in the NM Lions 

Convention, and would often 

travel to the International Lions 

Convention to represent NM.  

In 1985, the Sunrise Lions Club 

recognized his many years of 

dedication and service to Lion-

ism with a Life Membership. In 

1988, District 40M awarded Lion 

Morris the highest honor in Li-

onism, the Melvin Jones Fellow 

Award. In summary, being a 

Lion was important to Morris, 

not only by how it helped him, 

but how being a Lion could help 

him serve others.  

I want to conclude with a few 

personal comments.  I met Lion 

Morris 37 years ago when I 

came to NMSU as a young fac-

ulty member in the Department 

of Animal and Range Science.  

Morris was the statistician for 

the NM Agricultural Experiment 

Station and Department Head 

for Experimental Statistics. I 

frequently conferred with him 

when I had a research problem. 

He always took the time to help 

and would explain why one ex-

perimental design was better 

than another. But, I wasnõt 

unique as he did this for other 

faculty as well as the numerous 

graduate students he helped 

not only in our own college but 

across the campus. I served 

with him on committees and 

observed him in college faculty 

meetings. He had a certain 

metal about him - he believed 

there were rights and wrongs, 

that you donõt back down, and 

you say what needs to be said. 

He had a strong sense of loy-

alty.  

Perhaps he learned this from his 

experiences as an officer during 

WWII. I was talking with him 

about a month ago asking him 

about his experiences. He told 

me about going through Officer 

Candidate School, and then do-

ing Field Artillery training in 

California. While at that school, 

he had special training in a 

school on land mines and booby 

traps.  He was assigned to the 

80th field artillery of the 6 th Di-

vision. In March 1945, he landed 

in the Philippines. I asked some 

more about what he did during 

the battle. He said his responsi-

bility was to be in a spotter 

plane looking for the Japanese 

so he could call in the artillery 

strikes. I asked if he got shot at 

by small arms fire and wasnõt 

he frightened. He said not 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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really because if the plane was 

shot at, it would give away the 

enemies location and they 

would be shelled.  

His wife, Freddie, gave me a 

copy of a chronological bio-

graphical sketch that Morris had 

put together a few years ago. I 

want to mention two things 

that are in it that have not 

been mentioned about Morris. 

While attending Colorado A&M, 

Morris was on the wrestling 

team, lettered every year and 

was conference champion in 

1942-1943.  After he was dis-

PDG Morris Finkner Remembered (Continued)   by Lion Reldon Beck 

charged from the Army, he 

studied for his Masterõs Degree 

at Kansas State University. 

Again he wrestled and was 

A.A.U. Missouri Valley Cham-

pion in 1947. 

And I would like to mention one 

other thing which several of you 

know.  Morris took up golfing 

after he retired and became 

quite an enthusiast for the 

sport by playing regularly and 

entering tournaments for the 

enjoyment of it.  Maybe a high-

light of his golfing career was 

this one line he wrote in his 

biographical sketch: òMade a 

hole-in-one on number 14, at 

the NMSU Golf course on Febru-

ary 25, 1991ó. 

Lion Morris was a friend of all of 

us, one that we will remember. 

He was modest and not one to 

òtoot his own horn.ó In a bio-

graphical sketch about his life 

he included: òHow I would like 

to be remembered: As one 

whose modest contribution to 

society was sufficient to pay 

the rent for the space I occu-

pied upon Godõs earth.ó 

On 11 November 2008 during a noon meeting, the 

Ruidoso Noon Lions honored the four finalists of 

the Lincoln County/Mescalero Region Peace 

Poster Contest.  

Sky Pancho, a student at Mescalero Middle School 

was the overall winner. The three runner -ups 

were Luis Leyva, Jonathan Rodriquez, and Ryann 

Flack, all students from White Mountain Interme-

diate School. Each received a certificate and a 

check for $50.  

This was one of the best Peace Poster Contests 

the Club has ever conducted and Lions Gary 

Henry and Doug Fuqua are to be commended for 

doing a fantastic job. It is anticipated that more 

students in Lincoln County will enter the contest 

next year.  Provided by Lion Mark Jones 

Ruidoso Noon Lions Honor Peace Poster Contest Winners  

Lions Doug Fuqua and Gary Henry help show Sky Panchoõs 

winning poster.  

Lion Doug Fuqua watches as Luis Leyva 

describes his poster. 

Ryann Flack shows off her poster as her 

Mom Looks on. 

Jonathan Rodriguezõs mother smiles 

with pride as her son shows his 

poster.  
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During the past months (Oct/Nov), two Sandia 

National Laboratories employees, Catheryn 

Robertson and Vanessa Archuleta, organized an 

eyeglass re-cycling drive at the Labs.   Catheryn 

contacted Lion Tony Bryce of the Albuquerque 

Breakfast Lions Club for assistance and the club 

sponsored this drive while supplying 15 collection 

boxes.  The boxes were placed at various loca-

Albuquerque Breakfast Lions Sponsor Eye Glasses Collection  

tions around the Labs.   The drive collected just 

over 850 pair, which will now be sent to the Lions 

Eyeglass Re-cycle Center for distribution around 

the world.   The Breakfast Club recognized the 

efforts of these two Sandia Labs employees and 

presented Lions Appreciation plaques to both. 

The two informed the club that they will hold 

onto the collection boxes to conduct a drive 

again at the Labs.   Provided by Lion Tony Bryce 

(L -R)  Employee and past 40N DG Frank Lasky, Vanessa 

Archuleta, Catheryn Robertson and Breakfast Club mem-

ber Tony Bryce.  

(L-R) Vanessa and Catheryn and the last is an image of 

some of the glasses laid out.   

The Greater Las Vegas Lions Club has a new 

charitable mission to fund this year with pro-

ceeds from its annual Holiday Pecan Sale ñ the 

KidSight program in the area including Head 

Start, Day Care, and primary grades. With its new 

iScreen digital screening camera, the local club 

will join a statewide Lions program to screen all 

children between three and six years old for 

early detection of vision problems that can inter-

fere with learning and become lifelong problems 

if left untreated.  

òEarly detection is the key to early correction,ó 

said Club President Carlos Lopez. òThe iScreen 

camera is being purchased with the generous 

help of Alta Vista Hospital, WalMart, Community 

First Bank, Bank of Las Vegas, Wells Fargo Bank 

as well as private citizens,ó he said. KidSight is a 

screening program, not an eye exam or treat-

ment. Proceeds from the annual Holiday Pecan 

Sale will be used for optometric and medical re-

ferrals, as needed. Our glasses purchase assis-

tance program is continuing, as well.  

NM Lions KidSight Funded by Greater Las Vegas Pecan Sale 

The new crop pecans in many varieties are avail-

able in gift bags, boxes, and tins. Prices range 

from $3 for an old fashioned Stuckeys pecan log 

roll to $24 for a large tin with seven varieties.                  

                              Provided by Lion Don Bennett  

Lion Don Bennett showing the pecans for sale.  
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NM Lions Participate in Special Olympics Opening Eyes Program 

On Saturday, 22 November 

2008, Special Olympics New 

Mexico held its Holiday Classic 

Games at the NMSU campus in 

Las Cruces.  Special Olympians 

from all over New Mexico par-

ticipated in bowling, basketball 

and other events.  

Special Olympics has served in-

tellectually challenged individu-

als for over thirty years through 

programs of training and compe-

t i t ion in Olympic style 

sports.  In the late 1980's, it 

became evident that intellectu-

ally challenged persons experi-

enced not only significant 

health impairments, but had 

difficulty obtaining even routine 

health care services. In response 

to this need, the Special Olym-

pics Opening Eyes program was 

created in cooperation with Li-

ons Clubs International. Over 

ten million dollars has been pro-

vided by grants from LCIF over 

the period.  The program is 

based on a recognition that it is 

unrealistic to expect any ath-

lete, regardless of their level of 

ability, to perform optimally, or 

even safely, if significant de-

fects in vision exist.  

In Las Cruces, over one hundred 

athletes   were screened by a 

team of Lions, organized by Lion 

Phil Marvel.   Lions from clubs 

throughout the state partici-

pated. Medical staffing was pro-

vided by Dr. Adrian Tenorio, 

O.D., Dr. Thomas Paz, O.D. and 

their staff of technicians.   Over 

fifty prescriptions for new eye-

glasses were written by John 

and Patricia Baldridge of Twin 

City Optical/ELOA, Albuquer-

que. 

Very special thanks go out to 

those Lions who give of their 

time and effort to participate in 

the Special Olympics screenings 

in Albuquerque, Farmington and 

Las Cruces.  Provided by PID 

Gordon Post 

Carlsbad Downtown Lions Conduct Texas HoldôEm Tournament 

The Carlsbad Downtown Lions held a Texas Holdem Poker Tournament on 22 November 2008 at the 

Knights of Columbus Hall. Provided by Lion Jennifer Long.  

Lions Karen, Jackie, and Judy shuffle cards to take 

to the dealers.  

Lions Gemma, Melissa, Aulton, and Cub Lion Austin making 

sure everything is ready.  

Lion Gemma dealing at her table.  Lions Gayle, Karen, and Judy get the snacks ready.  



As many of you may be aware, Lions Clubs Inter-

national (LCI) has developed a successful relation-

ship with CT, the industry leader in legal services. 

CT currently provides Registered Agent and other 

services for LCI. Through this relationship we have 

created a member service that will assist your 

Lions Club, District or Foundation ("Lions Organi-

zation") with incorporation filings, the formation 

of new Lions foundations, providing Registered 

Agent and compliance services and the comple-

tion of any other necessary filings at your Secre-

tary of State office at substantial savings.  

As you may or may not know, there are several 

advantages to why you would want to incorporate 

Member Benefit Program 

your club or form a foundation. Assistance with 

incorporating your club or the formation of a new 

Lions foundation is as simple as a phone call to CT 

at 1-866-331-2303. All forms and necessary steps 

have been reviewed and approved by the LCI Le-

gal Division.  We are excited to team up with CT 

in bringing this new member benefit program to 

you. We encourage you to take advantage of the 

industryõs leading service at a substantial cost 

savings. Included below is a brief overview of the 

services offered through CT.  Very Truly Yours,  

General Counsel & Secretary Lions Clubs Interna-

tional  Legal Division 1 -630-571-5466 ext. 300 

legal@lionsclubs.org. 
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A simple Nativity scene on the Courthouse lawn in 

1946 has grown into the present day City Of Bethle-

hem and Toyland display sponsored by the Raton Li-

ons Club. From Second Street you turn west onto 

Apache Avenue and go through seven blocks of Toy-

land which has 42 characters with some that are 

eight foot tall. At the end of Apache Avenue is the 

entrance to the City of Bethlehem display. On a cir-

cular drive in Climax Canyon there are twelve large 

scenes depicting the birth of Jesus. One of twelve 

scenes contains twelve angels that alternately turn 

on and off.  Through donations and phenomenal  sup-

port, the Raton Lions Club has been able to continue 

the display which was put up in several different 

homes in Climax Canyon. The display is possible each 

year through the support and assistance from the 

Raton Public Service, the City of Raton Police De-

partment, residents of Apache Avenue, and the gen-

erous donations and materials from the community. 

Many volunteers make this display a traditional part 

of the Raton holiday season. Each evening from 

4:30PM to 11PM if weather permits, the City of Beth-

lehem is opened to the public. If the road is dry and 

some would rather drive then walk around the dis-

play, they need to call Pat French at 445 -3835 to 

have the gate opened. The official lighting to begin 

the 2008 holiday season was November 29 at 5:30PM 

and the display will continue through January 1, 

2009. To answer inquiries, please contact the Raton 

Lions Christmas display Co-Chairman Pat French at 

445-3835. Provided by Frank Mahannah, D40N Public 

Relations Chairman  

Raton Lions City of Bethlehem 

mailto:legal@lionsclubs.org

