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NMLOKS Status

* SB1149 – Save Our Children’s Sight Legislation

- mandates annual screening of pre K – 3rd grade children

- Fund guarantees all referred children will receive eye 
exam and treatment if not already covered by 
insurance

- Advisory Committee appointed by NMDOH to establish 
standard for an appropriate screening

* NMLOKS Executive Committee Co-Chair, Bill Waugh, has been 
appointed to be a member of the NMDOH Advisory Committee 
(―a representative of a statewide organization for the 
prevention of blindness‖)

* NM now has eight (8) iScreen cameras (Albuquerque (2), 
Alamogordo. Ruidoso, Artesia/Carlsbad, Taos, Portales, Santa 
Fe/Los Alamos)

* 4500+ kids screened by NM Lions since September 2007

* 25 of 65 NM Lions Clubs currently involved with NMLOKS

* NMLOKS Executive Committee formed to facilitate the 
implementation of NMLOKS across New Mexico

- Assist in getting program functional in every community in NM

- Assist in planning and coordinating screenings across state

- Apply for grants to help sustain screening program
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Screening Results – Ruidoso Noon Lions

* 6.8% average referral rate (5-7% nationally)

* Mescalero Apache Reservation referral rate – 17.4%

* We have yet to receive feedback of any iScreen false positives
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Club Date
PS/HS/ 

PR/IS
Screening Site

Kids 

Screened

# 

Passed
% Passed

# 

Referrals

% 

Refer

redRuidoso Noon 9/26/07 All Ruidoso Convention Center 42 41 97.6% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 2.4%

10/3/07 HS Las Vegas 122 116 95.1% 0 1 1 0 1 0 2 1 2 6 4.9%

10/11/07 HS Espanola 55 53 96.4% 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 3.6%

12/7/07 PR Mesilla Valley Christian Sc 61 53 86.9% 1 0 2 0 0 4 1 0 0 8 13.1%

2/21/08 HS Albuquerque Alameda 29 26 89.7% 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 3 10.3%

3/3/08 HS Santa Fe Valle Vista 15 15 100.0% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

3/18/08 PR 1st Baptist Church 24 22 91.7% 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 8.3%

3/31/08 All Ruidoso Convention Center 185 175 94.6% 1 0 4 0 0 0 4 1 4 10 5.4%

4/3/08 IS Mescalero 92 76 82.6% 0 0 2 0 0 0 14 0 2 16 17.4%

4/7/08 HS Santa Fe Tierra Contenda 20 20 100.0% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

4/8/08 HS Santa Fe Sweeney 54 51 94.4% 0 0 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 3 5.6%

4/9/08 HS Santa Fe Arroya Seca 17 17 100.0% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

4/9/08 HS Santa Fe Chimayo 13 11 84.6% 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 15.4%

4/15/08 OS Corona 15 15 100.0% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

4/17/08 PS Capitan 45 44 97.8% 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2.2%

4/22/08 PS Carrizozo 22 19 86.4% 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 3 13.6%

4/25/08 PS Hondo 34 32 94.1% 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 2 5.9%

6/18/08 HS Santa Fe 57 53 93.0% 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 4 7.0%

9/16/08 HS Estancia 28 27 96.4% 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 3.6%

9/16/08 HS Mountainair 18 18 100.0% 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.0%

9/16/08 HS Moriarty 37 34 91.9% 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 3 8.1%

985 918 6.8%

PS - Public School

HS - Head Start

PR - Private School

IS - Indian School
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Screening Process
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iScreen Referral Form
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D40N Co-Chair

Secretary/
Treasurer

Executive 
Coordination 
Committee

Regions 
1 & 2

NMLOKS Advising 
Ophthalmologist/Optometrist

NMLEF MD40 Council

NMLOKS
Executive
Committee

D40S Co-Chair

Animas (20)*

Lordsburg (84)

Deming (491)*

Silver City (263)*

Cobre (133)

Reserve (14)

Quemado (12)

Magdalena (44)

Socorro (187)

T or C (188)*

Hatch Valley (117)

Las Cruces 
(2122)

Gadsden (1350)*

Grants-Cibola 
(276)

Zuni (97)

Gallup-McKinley 
(970)

Central (656)

Farmington (975)

Bloomfield (357)

Aztec (297)

Region 
3

Regions
4, 5, & 6

Alamogordo (682)*   
Cloudcroft (40)*

Tularosa (86)*     
Ruidoso (216)*

Hondo Valley (6)*     
Capitan (51)*

Carrizozo (19)*          
Corona (9)*

Tatum (26)      
Roswell (1021)

Dexter (101)       
Hagerman (35)*

Lake Arthur (17)*

Loving (59)*       
Carlsbad (557)*

Artesia (375)*            
Jal (52)

Eunice (60)            
Hobbs (730)

Lovington (456)*

Los Lunas (806)

Belen (449)

Mountainair (31)*

Estancia (65)*

Moriarty (262)*

Vaughn (15)

Regions 
7 & 8

Regions 
9 & 10

Albuquerque 
(8563)*

Rio Rancho (1328)

Bernalillo (406)

Jemez Valley (27)

Cuba (48)

Region 
11

Region 
12

Region 
13

Dulce (58)

Jemez Mtn (23)

Chama Valley (36)

Espanola (491)*

Mesa Vista (19)

Los Alamos (263)*

Pojoaque (139)

Santa Fe (1241)*

Elida (14)

Dora (30)

Floyd (17) 

Portales (331)*

Ft. Sumner (32)

Texico (64)

Clovis (945)

Melrose (35)

House (4)

Grady (15)

Tucumcari (131)

San Jon (8)

Logan (7)      

Santa Rosa (58)

Questa (44)* 

Taos (310)*

Penasco (49)* 

Mora (50)

Wagon Mound (5)

Raton (194)

Cimarron (33)

Maxwell (4)

Springer (15)

Des Moines (5)

Clayton (63) 

Pecos (93)

W. Las Vegas 
(148)*

Las Vegas City 
(197)

Roy (2) 

Mosquero (1)
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NM Lions KidSight Operational Overview

* - Program Introduced      _______- Lions Have Camera



NM Lions KidSight Operational Overview
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Regional Coverage of NM School Districts



Senate Bill 1149

* SAVE OUR CHILDREN'S SIGHT FUND CREATED.—The "save our
children's sight fund" is created in the state treasury. Money in the
fund shall consist of appropriations, contributions, grants and statutory
revenues directed to the fund. Money in the fund is appropriated to the
department of health, which shall administer the fund for the purpose of
development and implementation of a vision screening program making
vision screenings and follow-up comprehensive examinations available to
New Mexico children regardless of family income.

* A new section of the Public School Code is enacted to read: "VISION
SCREENING.--A school nurse or the nurse's designee, a primary care
health provider or a lay eye screener shall administer a vision screening
test for kindergarten, first grade and third grade and for transfer
students enrolled in the school in pre-kindergarten, and new students in
those grades.

* A new section of Chapter 24 NMSA 1978 is enacted to read: "NOTICE
OF THE NEED FOR FURTHER VISION EVALUATION AND AVAIL-
ABILITY OF FUNDS.--The department of health shall promulgate rules
for award of money from the save our children's sight fund. When the
vision screen of a student indicates the need for further evaluation, the
student's school shall notify the student's parent of that need and
provide information on the availability of funds from the save our
children's sight fund. The notice shall state that the parent, if the
student is not already covered by health insurance for a comprehensive
eye examination, may apply to the fund for the following expenses as a
result of the screening: (A) a comprehensive eye examination by an
optometrist or ophthalmologist whose services are used to follow up the
school vision screen; (B) the cost of contact lenses or polycarbonate
lenses and frames for eyeglasses; and (C) replacement insurance for lost
or broken lenses.―

* TEMPORARY PROVISION.--The secretary of health shall appoint an
advisory committee to establish the standard for an appropriate vision
screening. The committee shall consist of a practicing school nurse, a
school administrator, a representative of a statewide organization for
the prevention of blindness, a licensed New Mexico optometrist, a
licensed New Mexico ophthalmologist and a licensed New Mexico
pediatrician. The department of health shall promulgate rules to
establish vision screening test standards pursuant to this section.
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New Mexico Lions Operation KidSight
Executive Committee

Background Details

Chuck Galusha Co-Chair/D40S

Bill Waugh Co-Chair/D40N

Bryson McCool Sec./Treas.

15 November 2008



New Mexico Lions Operation KidSight
Executive Committee

2007-08 NMLOKS Screening Referral Data



New Mexico Lions Operation KidSight
Executive Committee

National Lions Screening Program Results

# Screened       12153      6794    21152      3657     17659     4545       3349      15953      110       3054      1519   33224     5831



New Mexico Lions Operation KidSight
Executive Committee

SB1149

Save Our Children’s Sight Legislation

• Mandates annual screening of pre K – 3rd grade children

• Instructs all referred children will receive eye exam and treatment if not 
already covered by insurance

• The secretary of health shall appoint an advisory committee to establish the 
standard for an appropriate vision screening. The committee shall consist of 
a practicing school nurse, a school administrator, a representative of a 
statewide organization for the prevention of blindness, a licensed New 
Mexico optometrist, a licensed New Mexico opthalmologist and a licensed 
New Mexico pediatrician. The department of health shall promulgate rules to 
establish vision screening test standards pursuant to this section.

• SAVE OUR CHILDREN'S SIGHT FUND CREATED.—The ―Save Our 
Children's Sight Fund" is created in the state treasury. Money in the fund 
shall consist of appropriations, contributions, grants and statutory revenues 
directed to the fund

.
• VISION SCREENING.--A school nurse or the nurse's designee, a primary 

care health provider or a lay eye screener shall administer a vision screening 
test for students enrolled in the school in pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, 
first grade and third grade and for transfer and new students in those 
grades, unless a parent affirmatively prohibits the visual screening.



New Mexico Lions Operation KidSight
Executive Committee

Financial Report

Club

Training/ 

Travel Screening

Equipment/ 

Maintenance

Eye 

Exams

Eye 

Glasses

Eye 

Surgery Admin Total

Taos $1,889 $0 $8,234 $0 $790 $0 $0 $10,913

Alamogordo 

Breakfast $0 $100 $8,000 $500 $500 $704 $100 $9,904

Ruidoso Noon $1,600 $0 $8,000 $500 $700 $0 $250 $11,050

Portales $0 $0 $8,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $8,000

$39,867

1 Jul 2007 – 30 Jun 2008 Club KidSight Expenditures



New Mexico Lions Operation KidSight
Executive Committee

Financial Report

1 Jul 2008 – 31 Oct 2008 Club KidSight Expenditures

Club Training/ Travel Screening

Equipment/ 

Maintenance

Eye 

Exams

Eye 

Glasses

Eye 

Surgery Admin Total

Taos $1,600 $0 $350 $0 $0 $0 $260 $2,210

Alamogordo 

Breakfast $0 $100 $0 $500 $500 $704 $100 $1,904

Ruidoso Noon $300 $0 $0 $100 $200 $0 $100 $700

Portales $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Carlsbad DT/ 

Artesia $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $100 $100

Santa Fe/              

Los Alamos/   

Espanola $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $100 $100

Albuquerque/   

Corrales $0 $0 $8,000 $0 $0 $0 $0 $8,000

Deming $0 $8,000 $0 $0 $0 $250 $8,250

Las Vegas $0 $0 $8,000 $0 $0 $0 $250 $8,250

$29,514



New Mexico Lions Operation KidSight
Executive Committee

Financial Report

Projected 1 Jul 2008 – 30 June 2009 Club KidSight Expenditures 

Region

Sub- 

Region Club(s)

Training/ 

Travel Screening

Equipment/ 

Maintenance

Eye 

Exams

Eye 

Glasses

Eye 

Surgery Admin Total

A 1 Deming/Silver City $500 $0 $8,000 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $10,750

2 Elelphant Butte/Hatch $500 $0 $8,000 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $10,750

B 3
Dona Ana Council of Lions 

Clubs
$500 $11,500 $8,000 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $22,250

C 4a Alamogordo Breakfast $500 $0 $0 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $2,750

4b Ruidoso Noon/Roswell $500 $1,000 $0 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $3,750

5 Carlsbad DT/Artesia $500 $0 $0 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $2,750

6 Moriarty/Edgewood $500 $0 $8,000 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $10,750

D 7 Gallup $500 $0 $8,000 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $10,750

8 Farmington $500 $4,200 $8,000 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $14,950

E 9
 Council of Albuquerque 

Lions Clubs
$500 $33,000 $8,000 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $43,750

10 Corrales/Rio Rancho $500 $1,300 $8,000 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $12,050

F 11
Santa Fe/Los 

Alamos/Espanola
$500 $4,000 $0 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $6,750

G 12 Portales/Clovis $500 $600 $0 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $3,350

13 Taos $500 $0 $0 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $250 $2,750

$158,100

Assumptions: Screening numbers are based on PS and Head Start Pre-K and K kids only with a 1600 kid/year max after which 
we must pay $6 per child. Eye Exams/Eye Glasses/Eye Surgery will be minimal because of Medicaid and other special state 
programs which will cover these.



New Mexico Lions Operation KidSight
Executive Committee

NMLOKS Screening Forecast for 2008-09

Club

Projected 2008-08 

Screenings

Taos 1,700

Alamogordo 

Breakfast * 2,500

Ruidoso Noon * 2,500

Portales 1,000

Carlsbad DT/ 

Artesia 1,000

Santa Fe/              

Los Alamos/   

Espanola 2,500

Albuquerque/   

Corrales 5,000

Deming 2,000

Las Vegas 1,000

19,200

* - Assumes extra screenings at possible new club sites.


