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NMLOKS Program A State - Wide

Hits the Road Screening Pro- S
Since 1 July 2009, the NM  gram for Pre -
Lions Operation KidSight School Children

Program has increased in
size by 60%. During that
time, road trips have been
made to Las Cruces, Silver
City, Farmington, Gallup,
Lovington, Hobbs, Window
Rock (AZ), Los Alamos,
Rio Rancho, and Moriarty.
Out of the clubs visited, six
decided to buy a camera
and start the program in
their communities. Two
Las Cruces Lions Clubs
and the Farmington Lions
are considering to initiate
the program. Road trips
are being planned for the
Roswell and Raton areas
in the near future.

The NMLOKS Executive
Committee recently met
with the NM Department of
Health to discuss the dis-
?:urr]s_ement of the SAave Our_ o

il dren6s Sight

fund, which was initiated o
as part of the legislation
that was passed in 2008
designating that all chil-
dren (Pre-K, K, 1st, and
3rd grade) will be
screened annually, is to be
used to pay for eye exams
and treatment for referred
children whose families
have no other way to pay.

The New Mexico Lions Operation KidSight
(NMLOKS) Program has come a long way in
a short time. In November 2007, there
were three active KidSight programs in the
state. Today there are 16 active programs
with more Lions Clubs considering on join-
ing the ranks of one of the most exciting
programs ever undertaken by NM Lions.

In January 2008, the active Operation Kid-
Sight clubs met and decided to form a
state level organization, the NM Lions Op-
eration KldSight Executive Committee. The
Committee requested, and received, per-
mission to be part of the NM Lions Eye
Foundation to be able to gain non -profit
status. The Co-Chairs of the Committee are
Lion William Waugh (Taos Lions) for D40N
and Lion Chuck Galusha (Alamogordo
Breakfast Lions) for D40S. Lion Bryson

Co-Chair Chuck Galusha explains the operation of the iScreen
camera to the Gallup Lions Club.
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Mc Co o | i s t he Commi tt
Treasurer. Members of the Committee are
representatives from the Clubs who cur-
rently have KidSight programs in their com-
munities. Since the inception of the Com-
mittee, the officers have been very busy
building the program. Co -Chair Bill Waugh
has been instrumental in applying for and
receiving major grants (including the
$150,000 LCIF grant) which have been
beneficial in providing funds for club
demos and training, matching funds for
purchase of cameras by clubs joining the
program, eye exams and glasses for needy
children, and funds to start a central
NMLOKS Office. During the last six months,
Co-Chair Chuck Galusha and Secretary/
Treasurer Bryson McCool have taken the
KidSight Program on the road to provide

(Continued on Page 2)

Co-Chair Cﬁuck Galusha helps screen a
Gallup Head Start child.




NMLOKS On The Move

demonstrations and training for numer-
ous clubs all over the state. The results
have been outstanding with new pro-
grams being initiated in Lea County, Rio
Rancho, Los Alamos, Moriarty, and

The Importance of
Club Reporting

NMLOKS Clubs are being re-
quested by the NMLOKS Ex-
ecutive Committee to pro-
vide information on the
screening sessions they con-
duct and financial reports
on Club KidSight income/
expenses on a quarterly ba-
sis.

The data being requested is
critical as quarterly reports
of KidSight activity across
the state have to be com-
piled and prepared for: Li-
ons Clubs International
Foundation; organizations
and foundations that have
provided grants to NMLOKS;
and the New Mexico Depart-
ment of Health.

Lovington Lions (Lea County) conducting a
screening with their new camera.

The basic information that
is required for each screen-
ing is: date; location; # of
kids screened; number of
kids screened kids that were
referred; number of re-
ferred kids who received an
eye exam; number of kids
who received an eye exam
who need treatment (e.g.,
glasses, surgery, etc.); total
hours spent conducting the
screening; and total miles
driven to and from the
screening site.

Lea County Lions being trained by Co-Chair
Chuck Galusha.

Financial information that is

needed includes KidSight
related income from such
things as fundraising, dona-
tions, and grants. KidSight
related expenses for travel
to and from the screening
site, screening supplies,
camera cost and mainte-
nance, picture evaluation,

training costs, eye exams
and treatment for referred

children (if no other way to

pay), and administrative

were screened.

(L-R) Lions Judy Pressett, Myrl Moore, & Stan
Bode. (Lion Jennifer Long taking picture.)

Carlsbad Downtown Lions KidSight Program

The Carlsbad Downtown Lions have begun their 2009-2010 Operation KidSight effort.
Their first stop was Loving, N.M. Unfortunately, their camera would not work and they
had to reschedule. But with a call to iScreen, they had them back in business the next
week. The problem turned out to be with the cables and they over
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Gallup. Needless to say, the Lions involved
with these new programs are very excited
about the chance to help save the sight of
New Mexicob6s yout h.

Window Rock Lions after their presentation/
screening demonstration.

Co-Chair Chuck Galusha making a presenta-
tion to the Gallup Lions Club.

-nighted a complete

new system. They really are wonderful to work with. A total of 57 kids were screened and
9 of those were found to have problems resulting in a 15.8% referral rate! The pictures
were uploaded to iScreen at 4:00pm and the results were back at 11:30pm the same day!
Talk about service! The next stop was in Carlsbad, N.M. at the Head Start where 236 kids
Provided by Lion Jennifer Long
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(L-R) Lions Jennifer Long, Myrl Moore, and
Stan Bode.

vided.




